Embry Hills church of Christ Lesson Plans

Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #2
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade

Title/Subject:   Gideon - How A Battle Was Won With 300 Men

Key Scripture: Judges 7

Specific Class Objectives:

By the end of class, student will -

1.
Recall facts from the previous lesson.

2.
Explain the cycle of the Judges.                            

3.
Name the first five judges.

4.
Retell the story of Gideon’s battle against the Midianites.

5.
Locate Midian and Harod on a map.   
Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide a review worksheet for the students as they arrive.

Check the worksheet and discuss the previous lesson.

3.
Review the cycle of the judges.

4.
Tell the story of Gideon using the A Beka cards.

5.
While telling the story, discuss important facts including 

the following points:

A.
How God proved to Gideon that he was the chosen leader.

B.
God will give us the strength to do the things He wants us to do.

C.
How has God shown us that He is the one true God?

(Creation, Jesus’ sacrifice, etc.)

6.
Work on new songs, memory work, etc. as time permits.

Out-of-Class:

1. Prepare lesson 5 in Walking With God, Year 1, book 4 (green)
Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #3
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade
Title/Subject: The Bramble King     The Story of Jephthah

Key Scripture: Judges 9-11

Specific Class Objectives:
By the end of class, student will -
1.
Recall facts from the previous lesson.

2.
Explain the cycle of the Judges.                            

3.
Name the first nine judges.

4.
Retell the story of Abimelech and of Jephthah.

5.
State that Abimelech is known as the” Bramble King.”

6.
State that after Abimelech there were two judges before Jephthah, Tola and Jair.

7.
Locate Shechem, Orprah, Issachar, Ephraim, Gilead,and

Mizpah on a map.

Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide a review worksheet for the students as they arrive.

Check the worksheet. 

3.
Review the story of Gideon by doing the drawing activity with the teacher.

4.
Review the cycle of the judges and the judges studied so far.

5.
Using the lesson book, read the story of Abimelech together

with the students.  Locate and highlight the places on the map as they are mentioned in the story. (Orprah and Shechem)

5.
Read Judges 9:45-57 and discuss the fate of Abimelech. Emphasize that he was not a God-approved judge.

6.
Read Judges 10: 1-5.  Highlight the places mentioned on the map. This is all we are told about the next two judges.

7.
Read Joshua 10:6-16.  Discuss God’s anger and how He  told the Israelites to go and cry to the gods they had chosen.  

Emphasize God’s mercy as stated in verse15.

8.
Continue in the lesson book with the story of Jephthah.  Read the story from the lesson book together.  Emphasize the fact that Jephthah made a foolish vow to God, but kept his vow.

Discuss how we also should be careful when making promises.

Out-of-Class:

1.
Prepare lesson 6 and 7 in Walking With God, Year 1, book 4                 
2. Learn the names of the first nine judges.             

Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #5
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade

Title/Subject: Samson: The Strongest Man

Key Scripture: Judges 15-16

Specific Class Objectives:

By the end of class, student will -

1.
Recall facts from the previous lesson.

2.
Explain the cycle of the Judges.                            

3.
Name the first 13 judges.

4.
Retell the story of Samson.

5.
State that before Samson there were three judges: Ibzan, Elon, and Abdon. 

6.
Locate the Mediterranean coast on a map.  This is where the Philistines lived.

7.
Discuss the full potential of Samson’s strength and the source of it.

8.
Name the three parts of the Nazarite vow. Discuss why it was important for Samson to keep his vows.

9.
Discuss how Samson used his strength sometimes for  his own gain instead of God’s.    
Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide a review worksheet for the students as they arrive.  Check the worksheet.               

3.
Review the cycle of the judges and the judges studied so far.

4.
Tell the story of Samson using the A Beka cards and the text provided.  Discuss the Nazarite vow and the three parts.(see 

A Beka text)  

5.
Discuss how another Philistine woman was a bad influence on Samson.    Discuss the importance in choosing God’s  way when choosing friends.  Discuss how choosing his own

way did not please God and caused him trouble.

6.
Discuss that even though Samson’s strength was given to

Him by God, he did not always use it to do right.  Many times he used it to seek his own revenge against those who had hurt him.  Vengeance belongs to the Lord.  

7.
Discuss the fact that God gives each of us our own talents and we must use our talents to serve and glorify God.
Out-of-Class:

1.
Prepare Lesson 9 in Walking With God, Year 1, book 4                       
2.  Learn the names of the first thirteen judges.             

Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #6
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade

Title/Subject: The Story of Ruth

Key Scripture: Ruth 1-4

Specific Class Objectives:

By the end of class, student will -

1.
Recall facts from the previous lesson.

2.
Explain the cycle of the Judges.                            

3.
Name the first 13 judges.

4.
Retell the story of Ruth, Naomi and Boaz.

5.
Trace the journey Ruth and Naomi took.  Locate and label Moab and Bethlehem on a map.  

6.
Explain gleaning and why Ruth wanted to glean the fields.
7.
Discuss Ruth 1:6 and it’s importance.

8.
Tell how God rewarded Ruth because of her faith and desire to follow Him.

9.
State that Ruth was Davis’s great grandmother and therefore in the family of Jesus.

Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide a review worksheet for the students as they arrive.

Check the worksheet.               

3.
Review the cycle of the judges and the judges studied so far.

4.
Tell the story of Ruth and Naomi using the Children’s Bible Weekly.  Read aloud and discuss the story.  Provide students with a blank map to label as the story is told.

5.
Discuss the fact that Naomi remained faithful to God while she lived in Moab even though she was surrounded by idol worshippers.  Apply this lesson to today.

6.
Discuss the fact that God blessed Ruth and Naomi and guided them because they obeyed His will.  If we trust and obey God, he will bless us.  God provided for Ruth because she gave up her family and home to serve Him.

7.
Discuss the fact that Ruth was the great grandmother of King David and that Jesus was part of this family.  Use the worksheet provided to discuss this lineage.

See Matthew’s account of Christ’s lineage to show this.

8.
Check the workbook pages the students completed for  homework.

Out-of-Class:

1.
Prepare Lesson 10 & 11 in Walking With God, Year 1, book 4              
2.  Learn the names of the first thirteen judges.             

Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #7
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade
Title/Subject: The Boy Samuel

Key Scripture: 1 Samuel 1-3

Specific Class Objectives:

By the end of class, student will -

1.
Recall facts from the previous lesson.

2.
Explain the cycle of the Judges.                            

3.
Name all the judges.

4.
Retell the story of Hannah, Elkanah, and Eli at the temple.

5.
Retell the story of Samuel’s vision.

6.
Locate Shiloh on a map.
7.
State that Eli was a priest and judge and that Samuel was a prophet, priest, and the last judge.

8.
State that Jesus was a prophet, priest, and king.
9.
List ways a child can serve the Lord as Samuel did.
(Ex. Obey parents, read the bible, study lessons, pray, help others, worship, etc...)

Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide a review worksheet for the students as they arrive.  Check the worksheet.               

3.
Review the cycle of the judges and the judges studied so far.

4.
Tell the story of Hannah praying for a child through the vision Samuel had as a young boy.  Use the A Beka cards.  If time permits, students could act out the story.

5.
Emphasize the fact that God chose Samuel and that he served in the temple from a young age.  List on the board ways children can serve God, even when they are young.

Out-of-Class:

1.
Prepare Lesson 12 in Walking With God, Year 1, book 4                    
2.  Learn the names of all the judges.

Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #8
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade

Title/Subject: Israel’s Last Judge

Key Scripture: 1 Samuel 4-7

Specific Class Objectives:

By the end of class, student will -

1.
Recall facts from the previous lesson.

2.
Explain the cycle of the Judges.                            

3.
Name all the judges.

4.
Retell the story of Samuel, his wicked sons, and the battle against the Philistines when the ark was captured. Tell how the prophecy God gave Samuel about Eli and his sons came true when they all died.

5.
Tell about what happened in the temple of the idol of  the Philistines when the ark was placed beside the idol. 
Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide a review worksheet for the students as they arrive.  Check the worksheet.               

3.
Review the cycle of the judges and the judges studied so far.

4.
Review the story of Samuel as a young boy and then tell the

story of today’s lesson.  Use the A Beka cards and text provided

in the teacher’s guide.  Discuss the importance of the ark and how wrong it was to use it as a “good luck” charm during the battle.  Discuss how we can fall into this same way of thinking today. (Good luck charms, crosses, superstitions    etc.) Discuss the importance of relying on God and prayer.
Out-of-Class:

1.
Prepare Lesson 13 in Walking With God, Year 1, book 4                     
2.  Learn the names of all the judges.   

Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #9
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade
Title/Subject:   Review of the period of the JUDGES

Key Scripture:  Judges - 1 Samuel7

Specific Class Objectives:

By the end of class, student will -

1.
Recall facts from the previous lessons.

2.
Explain the cycle of the Judges.                            

3.
Name all the judges.

4.
Tell at least one fact about each judge.
Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide a review sheet as children enter class.  Check the review sheet.

3.
Give each student a picture from one of the judges stories or the name of a judge.  The student should tell what they remember about that judge.  

4.
Name all the judges aloud together and tell the important facts about each.  Flash cards may be used, pictures, questions, games, etc.

5.
Review the cycle of the judges using the class poster or by having students write about it.  Or they can use the board to draw the cycle.

6.
As time permits, review the time line on the wall by having students use the era and event cards and have them put them in order.  They should be able to do this from the Creation and Fall Era to the Judges Era.

Out-of-Class:

1.
Review all the lessons in the Green Book. (Year 1 book 4)

Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #12
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade

Title/Subject: The King Makes a Great Mistake/How Two Brave Men

Won a Battle

Key Verses:   1 Samuel 13-14

Specific Class Objectives:

By the end of class, student will -

1.
Recall facts from the previous lessons.

2.
Name all the judges.

3.
Tell at least one fact about each judge.

4.
Tell how Saul became king.

5.
Show the land of the Philistines and Ammonites on a map.  

6.
State that Jonathan is Sauls’ son.

7.
Tell what mistake Saul made and why it was so wrong for Saul to not wait for Samuel to make the sacrifice.
8.
Tell why it is important to follow God’s plan exactly, and why doing something that seems okay to us is not right.
9.
Describe how only two men fought back an army of Philistines.
Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide a review sheet for the previous lesson to be completed as the students arrive.

3.
Review quickly the period of the judges and how judges were God’s idea.

4.
Discuss the fact that Israel rejected God by asking for a king.                
5.  Review the past 2 lessons about Saul by asking questions.  The teacher’s manual provides many.

6.
Using the A Beka cards, tell the story of Saul’s mistake.  Discuss Samuel’s reaction and the consequences of Saul’s mistake.  

7.
Discuss why what Saul did was wrong.  (He was not a priest he was from the tribe of  Benjamin, not Levi.  We cannot take matters into our own hands when God has told us exactly what to do and how to do it.

8.  Continue by telling the story of what happened when Jonathan and his armor bearer fought some of the Philistines.   Read the story from the bible text.  Use the review question from the pages provided.  Students may complete the crossword puzzle for the review for class #13.

Out-of-Class:

1.
Complete Lesson 3 and 4 in Walking With God

(year 2 book 1).      

Lesson Plan:   Old Testament  Session 4 Class #13
Class:   2nd and 3rd grade

Title/Subject: Saul Makes Another Big Mistake

Key Verses:   1 Samuel 15

Specific Class Objectives:

By the end of class, student will -

1.
Recall facts from the previous lessons.

2.
Name all the judges.

3.
Tell at least one fact about each judge.

4.
Tell why the Amalekites were being destroyed.

5.
Tell what instructions God gave Saul about destroying the Amalekites.   

6.
Tell why Saul’s actions were wrong.     
Activities:

In-class:

1.
Open with a prayer and a few songs.

2.
Provide the crossword puzzle from the previous lesson to complete as students arrive.   

3.
Review the kingship of Saul studied in the past few lessons.

4.
Tell the story of Saul and the Amalekites by reading the bible text.  Use the material from Our Spiritual Heritage to review the story and answer the questions provided as a class or in

small groups.

5.
Emphasize the fact that God’s plan must be followed exactly even when changing it seems good.  Stress the importance of Samuel’s words, “To obey is better than sacrifice.”

6.
Review memory work as time permits.

Out-of-Class:

1.
Complete Lesson 5 in Walking With God (year 2 book 1)
